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Personal Cultivation as Caring for Qin:
Theory of Qin and Study of the Phenomenon
of Nature to Acquire Knowledge by Zhu Xi

Ming-Chu Hsu”"

Abstract

Zhu Xi has been devoted to the study of the phenomenon of nature throughout
his life and explored all beings by a positive spirit. His knowledge was extensive
with a specific foundation and his argumentations were intensive. His exploration on
physical issues indirectly influenced the scientific research of South Song, Yuan,
Ming, and Qing Dynasty. His “Explanations to the Intonation of Qin” shows great
impacts on the development of qin theory in China.

“Study of the Phenomenon of Nature” of Zhu Xi is based on “integrity” instead
of the pursuit for objective knowledge. “Integrity” leads to moral significance to all
things and constructs a moral universe for the subjects.

Heavenly rule is omnipresent. Thus, the study of the phenomenon of nature
leads to experiential knowledge. Besides, since the said knowledge is based on moral
significance, the “Study of the Phenomenon of Nature to Acquire Knowledge”
becomes an important measure to approach heavenly rule. Zhu Xi taught people to
study the phenomenon of nature to acquire knowledge. Based on the acquired
knowledge and cognition, they can explore physics and classics, apply them in daily
lives, reorganize the classics, and create a new phase of Confucianism. The
uniqueness of his “Explanations to the Intonation of Qin” in history credits to his
exploration on the intonation of qin based on his drive for studying the phenomenon

of nature.

*  Adjunct Associate Professor at the Center for General Education of National Taichung University of
Science and Technology.
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According to Inscription of Qin by Zhu Xi, “All beings are based on rules and I
only interact with qin.” The former reveals the theory of the universe of Zhu Xi and
that all beings are based on rules. Qin is no exception. They are all similar to
heavenly rule. The latter shows his loneliness and pleasure when interacting with qin
as a player. It is the mental state as a philosopher and player of qin, which can only

be expressed by Zhu Xi.

Keywords: Zhu Xi, musical cultivation, study the phenomenon of nature to acquire
knowledge, temperament, explanations to the intonation of qin, Caring

for qin as personal cultivation
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Cultural Observation on Lanyu Carving Ship
Navigating to “Moluccas Strait” in Syaman
Rapongan‘s “Dream of the Sea”

Cheng-Hui Tsai”

Abstract

In this article “Cultural Observation of Lanyu Carving Ships Navigating
“Moluccas Strait” in Syaman Rapongan’s “Dream of the Sea”, according to the
description of the Moluccas Strait by Syaman Rapongan’s “Dream of the Sea”
Marine culture observation, inductively analyze the diverse perspectives of its marine
literature, research topics and research methods, that is, to conduct cultural
observations on the international navigation of Syaman Rapongan marine literature,
hoping to summarize and analyze the international marine culture of the international
marine world. Documentary, such as Tao people’s shipbuilding carvings, ship spirit
beliefs, prayer ceremonies, antique sailing, international maritime cultural exchanges,
Austronesian language groups... and other topics, in-depth cultural observation and
reflection, the main research focus is mainly the following important chapters: Such
as 1. Preface; 2. “Orchid Island Carving Ship” Culture; 3. “Lanyu Sculpture Ship”
around the Pacific Ocean “Antique French Voyage”; 4. “Lanyu Carving Ship” meets
Indonesian “motor boat” and “pilot boat” in the Moluccas Strait; 5. The “Phila”
heading for the “Navigation Terminal Inn”; 6. The similarity between the Tao people
and the marine culture of Indonesia and the Philippines; 7. Conclusion. The research
results are a comparative study of the similarities and differences between the marine
culture of the Tao ethnic group and the marine culture of Indonesia and the

Philippines, and the dialogue between the Tao ethnic group culture and the cultures

* Center for General Education, National Taichung University of Science and Technology, Taiwan
(R.O.C.) chenghuitsai@nutc.edu.tw
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of Southeast Asia and Oceania, and witness the international maritime culture vision

of Syaman Rapongan.

Keywords: Syaman Rapongan, Dream of the Sea, Indigenous Literature, Ocean

Literature, Cultural Studies.
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Discussion on Eliminating Gender Stereotypes
and Discrimination: Based on Observation of
Human Daily Life and Interaction

Ju-Ying, Chen™

Abstract

Promoting gender equality, no matter in fostering its value or implementing its
practices, were main issue emphasized and prioritized by government and general
public. However, it was neglected when I was at school or just started to teach. The
core value at then is criticized and even overturned at present. Influencing by
different culture, religion, social values, social transformation, changing value
proposition, etc., discussion and criticism about gender equality has been highly
polarized in its difference among individual expression and personal value
proposition.

Due to enforcement of law and education in gender equality, eliminating gender
stereotypes and appreciating gender and personality difference has gradually become
the board consensus among education and workplace. However, gender stereotypes
and discriminations still exist and were difficult to eliminate due to obstacles in value
transformation. The research will illustrate and discuss the phenomena about

eliminating gender stereotypes and gender discrimination at present.

Keyword: Education in gender equality, gender equality, gender stereotypes,

gender discrimination

* Adjunct Assistant Professor at the General Studies Center National Taichung University of Science
and Technology
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An Analysis of the Biden Administration’s
Southeast Asia Policy

Hung Ming-Te"
Abstract

In light of Southeast Asia’s strategic location straddling the Pacific and Indian
Ocean and its important economic status, since entering office, the Biden
administration not only continue to strengthen US power but also shift more
emphasis on US relations with Southeast Asian countries. In recent time, Washington
has initiated a diplomatic offensive that consists of a number of visits by state
officials. Since Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman’s visit to Southeast Asia
at the end of May 2021, officials including the vice president, secretary of state,
minister of defense, assistant secretary of state, secretary of commerce and advisor to
the state department have all called on Southeast Asia. Virtual conferences were held
in parallel of the visits. In July and August, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
participated in the ASEAN Foreign Minister’s Meeting among other multilateral
meetings. On October 26, President Joe Biden attended the US-ASEAN virtual
summit, marking high level interaction for the first time in four years. Biden
emphasized maintenance of the US-ASEAN partnership, a move that highlights the
important role of Southeast Asia in containing China.

This article seeks to analyze the driving forces of the Biden administration’s
emphasis on Southeast Asia and its foreign policies towards the region. The
discussion is carried out in three parts. Part one reviews the Trump administration’s

Indo-Pacific strategy, which provides the background for understanding the current

*  Assistant Research Fellow, Institute for National Defense and Security Research
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Biden administration’s Southeast Asia policy. Part two then turns to the Indo-Pacific
strategy and policies towards Southeast Asia under the Biden administration. Part

three considers the future prospects of Washington’s Southeast Asia policy.

Keywords: United States, Southeast Asia, Biden Administration, Indo-Pacific

Strategy
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A Study of “A Principle of Independence of
An Act Concerning Instrument”

Shih-Lin Lai”

Abstract

If an instrument bears signatures of persons incapable of being themselves by an
instrument, or forged signatures, or signature of fictitious persons, or signature which
for any other reason cannot bind the persons who signed the instrument or on whose
behalf it was signed, the obligations of the other person, who have signed it are none
the less valid. Whosoever puts his signature on an instrument as representing a
person for whom he had no power to act is bound himself as a party to the instrument.
The same rule applies to a representative who has exceeded his power.

There are five chapters. Chapter one is to explain the significance, the theory of
a principle of Independence of an act concerning instrument and the form of an act
concerning instrument. Chapter two is to explain the relation of endorsement and
independence of an act concerning instrument. The endorser guarantees payment, so
that the endorsement applies to a principle of Independence of an act concerning
instrument. Chapter three is how to confer with is not a protected holder and
independence of an act concerning instrument. A forged signature on an instrument
of issuing does not impose any liability on the person whose signature was forged,
the holder who is not a protected holder, he can vest in any subsequent holder the
rights to and on the bill which the protected holder had. If an endorsement is forged,
the person whose has the right to recover the instrument from who is not a protected

holder.

* Part-time Professor, Center for General Education, National Taichung University of Science and
Technology 1ai21193@ms34.hinet.net
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Chapter four is to recognize the dependent relation of guarantee for an
instrument, the guarantor can set against the holder defenses on their personal
relations with drawer, in acquiring the instrument, has knowingly acted to the
detriment of the debtor. The parties who has signed the instrument, he is liable on the
instrument to any holder. Chapter five is the conclusion. A holder who is not a

protected holder cannot get the right.

Keywords: A principle of Independence of an act concerning instrument, forgery of
issuing an instrument, forgery of endorsing an instrument, bona fide
acquisition of instrument (a protected holder), guarantee for an
instrument, holder of an instrument mala fide (a holder who is not a

protected holder)
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An Alternative Way for Taiwan Indigenous
Literature: Humor, Fiction and Truth 1n
BeiHeng Duomasi

HSU, Chia-Cheng”

Abstract

The emergence of internet literature at the end of the century provided new
ways for literature creation, publication and reading. Literature writers from marginal
and minority groups use the Internet as a creative field. Different from the printed
literature with elite traits and market considerations, internet literature has the
characteristics of folk character, anonymity and interactivity

In 2002, the author Domas collected his internet literature works and published
the book “BeiHeng Duomasi’ at his own expense. The book applied first-person
fictitious narration to a realistic writting of tribal life, and presentd the helplessness
and suffering of the ethnic group under the pressure of cultural, social, economic and
other real pressures with of irony and invective folk style. “BeiHeng Duomasi” is
unique in mainstream indegious Sinophone literature. Its short length, simple text,
fictional image of a sloppy and poor writer, and under the self-deprecating
brushstrokes, it broke the model framework of indegious literature and shows the
alternative way of indegious literature

This paper is based on the indegioius internet writer Domas's “BeiHeng
Duomasi” as the research object, and observes the internet discussion forum of the
indigenous program in the Public Television Service (PTS) website. The first-person
virtual character Domas was created by the author Domas (Li Yong-Song). This

paper takes the text, the field, and the virtual “re-image” as the three main axis of the

5

PhD candidate, Department of Taiwanese Culture, Languages and Literature, National Taiwan
Normal University
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discussion, intends to explore what the author has created that is different from the
text through traditional publishing. Why did the author Domas have to create a
seemed to be real identity but actually virtual “Domas”? What is the significance of
the contrast mentioned above between the same generation of Taiwan indegious
literature works? What is the positionality of the black humor and folk language

adopted in this work?

Keyword: indegious literature, internet literature, black humor, Domas, BeiHeng

Duomasi
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